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issue then arises, is the man in custody the man seen by
the witness?
" What happens? The prisoner is paraded, along
with a dozen others chosen at random. The witness is
asked, ' Are any of these the man you saw entering the
house?' And that is an amazingly difficult question to
answer. Ask your friend Superintendent Hanslet, and
he will tell you that if the test is carried out in good
faith, by which I mean without any prompting of the
witness, it fails as often as it succeeds.
" And I don't wonder at it. Take the case of Alcott
and myself. Suppose the circumstances had been differ-
ent. Suppose I had been shown a dozen living men,
Alcott among them. I say living, because it is much
easier to identify a man when he is dead than it is when
he is alive. We recognise people as much by their
habitual expression as anything else, and a living man
can change his expression, whereas a dead man can't.
Had I been asked, ' Do you know any of these men?*
1 should have pointed to Alcott and replied. * That
man's face is very familiar to me/ I should have known
immediately that at one time I had continually seen
him.
" I should then have been asked, * Who is he?* And
to that question I might not have been able to give an
immediate reply. It might have taken me some time to
link up the familiarity of the face with the personality of
its owner. I should have had to have gone through a
series of scenes, as it were. Markheys? No, the face
did not fit in with those surroundings. My club? No.
Any of the numerous inquests which I have attended?
No. And so I should have gone on till I came to my
laboratory. Then a picture would have flashed into my
brain. The man I saw before me washing test-tubes at
the sink, perhaps. Then I could have replied, * That
man used to be mv laboratory assistant/ * His name/
k

